WCDSS Unclaimed Body Procedures
1. Any person, including officers, employees and agents of the State or of any unit of local government in the State, undertakers doing business within the State, hospitals, nursing homes or other institutions, having physical possession of a dead body shall make reasonable efforts to contact relatives of the deceased or other persons who may wish to claim the body for final disposition.  Should the person who has possession of the body have no resources to research the deceased past, County Department of Social Services will assist in finding family or other persons who is willing to claim the body.

· Computer checks will be completed.

· Notify DSS in decedent’s county of residence (requesting assistance reviewing county records to locate family. Notify Adult Services of the possibility of incurring disposition expenses.)

· Communication with any facility that the deceased person formerly lived to inquire about family and friends.
2. Should family and friends of the deceased be found but refuses to claim the body for disposition, it is still considered an unclaimed body. The person having possession of the body will contact the Department of Social Services. After 10 days have passed and family has not claimed the body, the Director will declare the body unclaimed and make arrangements for final disposition. If a family member is located but will not claim the body, then very thorough documentation is needed. Attachment D will be completed and signed by the family members.
3. If a body has remained unclaimed for final disposition for not less than 10 days and reasonable efforts have been made to find family, The Commission of Anatomy will be contacted by the agent who has possession of the body, according to G.S. 130A-415. See Attachment A.

4. A certification statement will be notarized by the agency that has possession of the body stating reasonable efforts to contact relatives have been made. See attachment B. Wilson County Department of Social Services will document all their efforts to contact relatives and retain this document in the deceased’s file.
5. Once reasonable efforts have been made to locate relative, Wilson County Department of Social Services can declare the body to be unclaimed. Arrangements for prompt final disposition of the body shall be made either by burial pursuant to the N.C. G.S. 130A-415.

6. Reasonable costs of disposition and of efforts made to notify relatives and others shall be considered funeral expenses and shall be paid in accordance with G.S 28A-19-6 and G.S 28A-19-8. If these expenses cannot be satisfied from the decedent’s estate, they shall be borne by the decedent’s county of residence. If the deceased is not a resident of this State, or if the county of residence is unknown, those expenses shall be borne by the county in which the death occurred as specified in G.S. 130A-416(c).
7. If there are no funds for final disposition of the body, the following resources are available:

· The agency’s first contact is Fayetteville Tech’s School of Mortuary. The contact person is:

Lenny Montgomery, Chairperson

Office: (910) 678-8301
email: montgomeryl@faytechcc.edu.

The school will incur the cost of transporting and disposing of the body. They request the release of the body as soon as it is determined that no family is available to claim the body. No contract is required with Fayetteville Tech.  It is a case by case decision as to whether they can accept the body. Fayetteville Tech is not allowed to accept any body that has had an infectious disease such as HIV, Hepatitis, or Tuberculosis. They will not accept anyone over 200lbs or any if any limbs are missing. Bodies will be accepted any period after death as long as it was refrigerated. Any bodies not refrigerated for two days after death will be death accepted. Fayetteville Tech has a personal information form for bequeathal of anatomical gift to the department of funeral service education that must be completed and faxed to Fayetteville Tech prior to the picking up the body. Fayetteville Tech must know the doctor’s name that will be completing the death certificate and how to contact them. Their fax number is (910) 910-678-0169.
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