
## Ranked Order (Highest → Lowest Priority)
1. ****State pays 25% FNS administrative increase**
2. **Maintaining SNAP in NC**
3. **Funding for Guardianship & APS**
4. **Child welfare workload study funding**
5. **NC FAST technology enhancements**
6. **Mandated APS/Guardianship workload study**
7. **DHHS takeover of ACF investigations**
8. **Legislative accountability for refusal-to-parent cases**

Item Key (for reference)
1. Adequate funding for Guardianship & Adult Protective Services
2. Mandated workload study for Guardianship & APS
3. DHHS to take over Adult Care Facility investigations
4. Fully fund child welfare workload recommendations study
5. Legislative accountability re: parents refusing to parent
6. NC FAST technology enhancements
7. Maintaining SNAP in NC
8. State pays 25% administrative increase in FNS

DSS Legislative Priorities – Leadership Summary (2026)
Overview
County DSS leadership ranked eight legislative priorities from 1 (highest priority) to 8 (lowest priority). Rankings reflect collective judgment across counties and program areas.
Lower average rank = higher overall priority.

Top Priorities (Highest Consensus)
1. State Funding for 25% FNS Administrative Increase
Average Rank: 2.47
Clear consensus that counties cannot absorb administrative cost increases without state support.
2. Maintaining SNAP in North Carolina
Average Rank: 2.59 (Highest Priority)
Strong, consistent support across voters. Seen as foundational to family stability, food security, and economic resilience statewide.
Mid-Tier Priorities (Operational Impact)
3. Adequate Funding for Guardianship & Adult Protective Services
Average Rank: 3.25
Recognized need to fund APS and Guardianship at service-delivery levels that reflect workload and complexity.
4. Fully Fund Child Welfare Workload Study Recommendations
Average Rank: 3.8
Broad agreement that state investment is needed to implement existing, evidence-based staffing recommendations.
5. NC FAST Technology Enhancements
Average Rank: 4.2
Support for modernization, automation, and timely policy updates to improve workforce efficiency and service delivery.
Lower-Tier Priorities (Less Consensus / More Variable Impact)
6. Mandated Workload Study for Guardianship & APS
Average Rank: 5.1
Important but viewed as secondary to immediate funding needs.
7. DHHS to Assume Adult Care Facility Investigations
Average Rank: 5.3
Mixed perspectives across counties; operational implications vary by local context.
8. Legislative Accountability for Parents Refusing to Parent
Average Rank: 6.1 (Lowest Priority)
Lowest consensus; viewed as complex with legal and implementation challenges.
Key Takeaways for Leadership
· SNAP preservation and FNS administrative funding are the clearest, most unified priorities.
· Workforce and capacity investments (APS, Guardianship, Child Welfare, NC FAST) dominate the middle tier.
· Items with lower rankings show greater variability, suggesting need for further discussion before legislative advancement.
County DSS Legislative Priorities – 2026 Session
Purpose
County Departments of Social Services (DSS) identified and ranked key legislative priorities critical to maintaining essential services for North Carolina residents. Rankings reflect statewide input across multiple counties and program areas.
Method: Priorities ranked from 1 (highest) to 8 (lowest).
Interpretation: Lower average rank = higher statewide priority.

Top Statewide Priorities
1. State Funding for 25% FNS Administrative Cost Increase
Counties cannot absorb increased administrative costs without reductions in service capacity. State support is essential to maintain timely and accurate benefit delivery.
2. Maintain SNAP in North Carolina
Ensures food security for children, seniors, individuals with disabilities, and working families while supporting local economies.

Workforce & Capacity Investments
3. Fund Guardianship & Adult Protective Services
Provide adequate appropriations to support all levels of APS and Guardianship services delivered by county DSS agencies.
4. Fully Fund Child Welfare Workload Study Recommendations
Implement existing, evidence-based staffing recommendations through state funding to ensure child safety and workforce stability.
5. NC FAST Technology Enhancements
Invest in system modernization, timely policy updates, and automation to improve efficiency, accuracy, and staff capacity.

Additional Considerations
6. Mandate a Workload Study for Guardianship & APS
Support evaluation of workload demands to inform future staffing and funding decisions.
7. DHHS to Assume Adult Care Facility Investigations
Consider shifting investigative responsibility to the state to promote consistency and relieve county capacity pressures.
8. Accountability for Refusal-to-Parent Cases
Explore legislative options addressing situations where children enter DSS custody due to unmet behavioral health, DJJ, or IDD needs.

Key Message for Legislators
County DSS agencies are asking the General Assembly to:
· Protect access to core benefits
· Invest in workforce capacity
· Support system modernization
· Ensure counties can meet statutory responsibilities


