
Advocacy Committee Minutes 

August 12, 2020 

Welcome 

Jan Elliott, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM. She recognized those on the phone.  

Minutes 

June 10, 2020 minutes were approved through consensus. 

Status Report on the General Assembly 

John Metcalf reported that going into September the House and Senate had one piece of legislation and that was the 

spending bill of 580 million dollars to spend.  They are having negotiations about the COVID bill that started last week 

and ended last week.  They are no longer pre-conferencing the bill.  The House will run the bill and send to the Senate.  

Hopefully, by the time they get into session two weeks from now, they will come to some agreement.  Right now, they 

are pretty divided, with the Senate being a more fiscally conservative chamber and not wanting to spend as much as the 

House.  Metcalf does not know what those number projections are; but does know that they are at odds.  We will start 

learning a lot more throughout this week and beginning next week.  It will be a very quick session.  Politically, both 

chambers need to wrap this up quickly and get back out on the campaign trail.  This is the most expensive and 

competitive election cycle we have seen in the State.  The redistricting is coming up and whoever wins this will be in 

control of the redistricting.  Politically, Cooper is doing very well against Forrest.  Cooper is leading by double digits in 

the polls.  Cal Cunningham and Tom Tillis are running a tight race.  Depending on what poll you are looking at either one 

of them may be up by 3 points.   In the General Assembly, it looks like the Democrats could pick up a few seats in the 

Senate.  In the House, there some difficulty.  Metcalf stated It felt very much like 2009-2010, and we are going to see a 

very different legislative body going into the long session next year.  Bringing it back to the former session, Metcalf 

stated that Josh Dobson has always been willing to work with us and is extremely willing to market on our behalf.     

Jan asked about overrides during this short session.  Sharnese stated any session or resolutions for adjournment, they 

always take up provisions for vetoes, lawsuits and budget actions they have to address as laws with the language of 

“upon the provision of your next legislative session.”  Because they are coming back in September, they would have the 

opportunity to address those.   Sharnese stated there are several pieces of legislation that they want to get back before 

the body.  One is SB708, and we need to pay close attention to this.  This is PED recommendations and they put a lot of 

other things in there around confidentiality and training provision.  Sharnese also informed us about yesterday during 

legislative oversight committee with DHHS that Secretary Cohen gave an update on COVID and Mary Jane Richard gave 

an update on Medicaid Transformation.  Sharnese reminded us that SB808 has a July 2021 date.   In this update, they 

were concerned and expressed to the body that it was a little complicated with COVID-19 in area of contracts with the 

provider plan and negotiating and getting providers in the network because of the challenges providers are faced with in 

coping with the virus and the economic impact on these practices.  They are working with providers to make sure we 

have an ample supply of providers in the network.  Sharnese stated that they have had one meeting and plan another 

meeting in the coming week to understand where they are with this.  Sharnese talked about COVID and the funding 

coming from the Federal level and the General Assembly appropriation.  She stated we received about 500 million 

dollars under the Cares Act for various places across the state most going to the health arena.  She stated we were 

fortunate to get a few dollars for Child Welfare, CPS, LIHEAP Block Grant, Child Care Subsidy and P-EBT.  She knows we 

have seen a lot of calls about P-EBT.  She asked for us to stay tune to all of this whether it is USDA or Congress for 

unemployment benefits.  Sharnese reminded us that from March to June we have seen as much as 100,000 new Food & 

Nutrition cases and Medicaid applications increase; especially as the unemployment benefits run out.  Sharnese and 

Metcalf have tried to keep their eyes on it.  But it has been unbelievable and forever changing.          

 

 



Federal Legislation 

Brenda updated the group on NACHSA.  The President signed a document on unemployment extension and is getting a 

lot of backlash due to States to pay $100.  NACHSA signed a letter of support for the COVID Relief Bill along with NACO 

and other national organizations.  NACHSA had a great summer workshop meeting and big discussion on the 

Moratorium on evictions.  This will be a major realization for us.  Brenda sent the group a power point presentation on 

this.  In the presentation, it showed that North Carolina has 9,000 projected eviction orders.  It breaks it down about 

what possible actions and depends on courts and Judges.  Brenda conveyed in her county (Cumberland) there were 200 

eviction orders on just the acting chief district court judge’s court docket.  There were concerns about individuals not 

paying their rent by using the funds or did not have the resources to use the funds.  Brenda felt we needed to have some 

conversations on what does that mean?  A lot of folks will be coming to DSS and other community agencies, faith-based 

agencies to help, if there are not any action on evictions and assistance for landlords.  Brenda stated that there is a lot of 

impact on our citizens moving forward in the future and a lot at stake.  Brenda talked about Emergency SNAP Flexibilities 

Extension Act propose legislation to give states more flexibility in the pandemic; there are federal laws that did not give 

states decision on waiving face to face.  NACHSA and NACO supports giving states more flexibility as it relates to Food & 

Nutrition Services during the pandemic.  Glenn added that it was a contentious issue and NACO has taken up the 

advocacy for trying to prevail over Congress and USDA to be more flexible in granting these waivers for extensions.  

Some states are very strong about that because of the numbers have just gone up across the nation.  In NC, around 

100,000, and we all experienced that.  Glenn is not as concern in his county and got the impression that other directors 

are little less concerned; because many of the counties have gone back doing the recertifications because they don’t 

want to be caught in a situation where they have a big hole to dig out of when we are required to go back and do them.  

Brenda stated to allow a telephone interview is going to help anyway.  Brenda stated her citizens like not having to come 

into the office and enjoys the uses of Zoom, go to meeting, Microsoft team and facetime.  Glenn stated one thing to 

advocate for is telephonic signatures.  If we could get approval to do this through our call centers and also reach out to 

David Locklear about this.  Glenn understood other states have gotten approval for this.  Brenda mentioned DocuSign 

and its benefit.  Next, Brenda mentioned the House introduced a bipartisan bill on Child Welfare called Supporting 

Foster Youth in Families through the Pandemic Act.  This is a very detailed legislation with a lot of funds attached to it.  It 

focuses on children aging out of foster care during the pandemic.  It provides training and employment opportunities 

and provides vouchers.  The FFPSA is mentioned and the expansion of evidence-base mental health, substance abuse, 

and parenting skills.  A lot about kinship care, grand-parents support, court improvement, home visiting, kinship 

navigators, IV-E treatment services were also in it.  It is a very good piece of legislation.  NACHSA signed a letter of 

support.  The bill is now in the House Ways and Means Committee.  Glenn stated that it would be the most interesting 

90 days leading up to the election.  We are going to have a contentious election this year.  Our country is so polarized.  

Our advocacy efforts could change dramatically on what we are advocating for and advocating against.  It going to be a 

real roller coaster ride.   Glenn stated we all need to fasten our seat belts and get ready for a real ride.  Brenda stated 

there will be some outcry from citizens that will drive some of this if something is not done about unemployment and 

the evictions.  Brenda stated they did an analysis and looked at a family with three children and the amount of benefits 

received from unemployment benefits, maximum allotment from FNS, P-EBT, stimulus check, came out to an amount of 

$8,000 over the time.  Brenda stated if these COVID relief packages are not passed we will have a major community 

crisis.  Jan agreed and was very concern about the Winter.             

Glenn stated we are at a stalemate now in Congress between the House and Senate.  Drastic differences between with 

House’s Hero Act amount of 3 trillion dollars and Senate bill of 1 trillion which is substantially less.   What really striking 

about both of these bills are the difference in political priorities.  The Hero Act contains much more legislation around 

individual assistance, assistance programs we administer at social services and human services.  The Senate Bill is less 

about the individual assistance and more about businesses and assisting businesses during the pandemic and even the 

Pentagon and defense spending and 300 billion involved in strengthening defense.  It is really striking where the 

priorities are between the two bills and how they are going to negotiate some bill from these differences.  Naco is 

strongly supporting the provision in the House legislation especially around direct funding for counties and contains 190 

billion dollars for county government and a lot of flexibility around the funding.  The Senate bill provides no funding 



whatsoever for county government…no new funding.  This is a source of concern for county government and 

commissioners across the country.  Glenn informed us that childcare legislation is one area that provides more 

consensus and room for negotiation for both bodies.  A couple of bills have passed for childcare and around 

appropriating more funding for states for providers and childcare block grant funds.  Glenn is more confident that 

additional funding will come for childcare subsidy from Congress than any other human service area.  Glenn believes 

there will be some expansion of unemployment benefits.  The House wants to continue the 600 dollars per week and 

the Senate want to cut it in half to $300. The Senate feel that people want to stay home instead of work.             

Future Agenda Items 

Jan moved the committee to think about where the committee needed to move in the next couple of months.  One is to 

be prepare for the September Session and ready to act if we need and stated concern about a couple of bills that may 

pop back up like the foster care bill that was vetoed.  Jan asked the committee for guidance.  Glenn kicked it off, and 

stated he believed we needed to encourage all directors to be on ready, set and go.  For directors to do an assessment 

of their legislators that were re-elected or newly elected.  To be aware of party change and that politics are local and 

being aware of changes.  Encouraging directors to already be planning to host lunches or breakfast to pull your 

legislators in to meet with you. How to get reacquainted with these legislators.  This is the best time to build rapport and 

relationship.  John Metcalf stated we will see more new faces in the General Assembly in the next long session than we 

have seen in 10 years.  You have so many retirements.  You have 5 to 6 open seats.  Metcalf agreed with Glenn.  Get in 

on the ground floor and have a lot of educating to do.  You are only a freshman once.  Brenda stated we needed to get 

back on track with our Aging & Adult Services advocacy.  We have a lot of new directors and it may be time to dust off 

the legislative toolbox and send it out to Directors.  We need to be promoting Aging issues and finding and molding 

Aging advocates.  Tracie stated that we have new directors who will need support and direction.  Reaching out to our 

legislators locally.  That is where we have the most power.  Sharnese mentioned the advocacy document and updating it 

with suggestions and pull up all the programs that we have responsibility for and attach a number of what revenue we 

bring into the community around FNS, Medicaid, protection of children and vulnerable adults.  Jan stated we will have to 

do this in a COVID environment.  Sharnese stated they can be done by virtual meeting, webinar or Microsoft team.  Jan 

requested that virtual meetings go into the tool package.  Brenda stated to provide tips and build those relationships 

and share cell phone numbers.  Metcalf stated directors needed to be a resource for members.  When he talks with 

them they will want to reach out to their directors.  Sharnese stated we needed to advocate for any COVID funding to be 

available beyond December 31st.  We will be talking to NACHSA and NACO.  Brenda stated to continue to work with 

them and stay involved at that level with Glenn, Sharnese and herself is critical.          

Other Discussion 

There were no further questions or comments and the committee adjourned at 9:30 AM. 

 

Minutes submitted by: 

Yvette Smith 


