
Advocacy Committee Minutes 
March 13, 2019 

 
Meeting convened at 8:32. 
 
Brenda Jackson called the meeting to order.   February minutes were approved on motion by Melonie 
Corprew with second by Heather Skeens. 
 
Sharnese Ransome provided status report regarding actions in General Assembly.  Bill tracking has 
begun and the first list was sent out to the membership.  She needs committee feedback as soon as 
possible. HB320/SB212 are most critical.  This bill is about reexamining NCFAST plan for Child Welfare 
and Adult Services as supported by the SSWG.  There is ongoing conversation about this bill with the 
sponsors.   
 
Other legislation introduced includes bill to extend the work of the SSWG.  Not sure how many more will 
come out of the workgroup or CSF report.  One that is anticipated is the Regional Office bill which would 
have a fiscal note so doesn’t have the same deadlines as non-budget bills.  Medicaid Expansion has been 
introduced in the House, may go nowhere in the Senate no matter what happens in the House.  There 
are some Child Welfare related bills and some that may have an impact on our adults. 
 
The big issue right now is feedback on the bills so our lobbyist knows what needs to be done.  Anyone 
can offer feedback.  The various committee co-chairs are being specifically asked their thoughts.  When 
you give feedback explain why you feel that way.  It is more than a one word response.  Your feedback is 
needed by March 14. 
 
We got a lesson in the bill process so that we could better understand all the different ways a bill can 
move whether it be in the NC Legislature or Congress.  We talked about how committees can offer 
substitutes as we have seen in the past that can go so far as having no relation to the original bill.  It was 
pointed out that many things can go in the budget bill also.   
 
Glenn Osborne questioned if the NC FAST rollout bill would result in implementation being paused while 
it works its way through the Legislature.  Until the bill becomes law, the Department would have no 
authority to stop implementation.  It was noted that 34 are now in NC FAST and 35 more go live this 
month so effectively 2/3rds of the state would be implemented for Intake and Assessment.  There was 
lots of discussion about “what ifs”.  It was noted this is a bipartisan bill.  It was suggested we let our 
delegation know of the bill and encourage support as well as swift action. 
 
We have asked the Co –Chairs of our committees of jurisdiction to allow us to be heard on key topics.  
We have been in communication with some about the Medicaid error law.  Metcalf is going to talk to 
Senator Hise and also Nelson Dollar, who has been hired to assist with budget development, about 
some language that might reduce some of the jeopardy for counties.  There is also the possibility of 
using the budget bill as a vehicle. 
 
Brenda Jackson reported on the Stakeholder Meeting held February 13, 2019.  Had a great turnout and 
there was a lot of consensus around several agenda items.  Aging has reached out around increased 
funding for APS/Guardianship.  Senior Tar Heel Legislature has asked for $7 million in their legislative 
agenda. 
 



Angela Ellis reported on the progress with the White Paper.  She stated the committee co-chairs were 
meeting to address the comments, but it won’t be ready for a vote until the April Executive Committee 
meeting. 
 
Next steps are to ask the Appropriations Chairs to talk with us about aging budget issues.  A meeting is 
being set up with Representative Donna White, one of the Chairs of House HHS Appropriations 
committee.  There was discussion about setting up a meeting with our aging partners to talk strategy.  
Jan Elliott is to reach out to Mary Bethel, Aging Coalition, to bring her up to date on where we are.   It is 
fine for others to put a specific dollar amount in their request.  Our strategy would be to ask for state 
resources without putting a dollar amount to it.  That allows for much more room to negotiate and the 
membership gets concerned about sponsoring high dollar legislation.  Ideally would want to see a 
phased approach with a long range plan. 
 
Sharnese reminded us that CSF had received an extension to the end of March for presenting their final 
report.  Language in the RFP has them supporting the state during implementation.  An example is the 
visioning session being planned for Child Support which will occur after March. 
 
Rapid Response information is still needed.  Let Brenda Jackson know of your interest.  Everyone needs 
to be ready to respond now that the session is in full swing.  The committee co-chairs may be called in 
addition to rapid response folks to speak on a topic or to give feedback. 
 
Jerrie McFalls reported on the President’s Challenge.  Three counties in the East, two Central and one 
Western County have had legislative events.  We all need to be reaching out.  Let Jerrie know of 
anything you do in your county. 
 
Weekly Advocacy Call will start on Monday March 17 at 12:00 noon.  The number will be the same each 
week and will be sent out today to the membership.  It is as follows: Dial In Number (605) 475-4000 
Participant Access Code: 115958#. 

Brenda Jackson, Sharnese Ransome and Glenn Osborne reported on the NCACHSA meeting held in 

Washington D.C. recently.   It was noted Antonia Pedroza from Wake was also present. All felt attending 

was a good experience as got to hear so much from key players.  They reported two resolutions were 

passed.  One was related to the impact on families of the immigration policies and the second related to 

the work requirement waivers in Food Stamps for ABAWDs.  There was a work session on child and 

family well-being that included DHHS Assistant Secretary Lynn Johnson who is a former local DSS 

director from Colorado.  They also got to see the Allegany County Pennsylvania public facing dashboard.  

This integrated Health and Human Services systems including fiscal and then looked at outcomes.  They 

talked about the really good interaction between the county leadership and the federal partners.  The 

Federal folks want to work more with local counties and there is some thought being given to having a 

regional office focused on the county administered states.  Breaking down silos to the Federal folks 

means connecting and bridging different systems.  The Secretary of Labor talked about barriers to 

employment and noted that child well-being and family support are all interconnected to employment.  

There was lots of discussion around Families First Legislation.  There is work being done by 

Rubio/Feinstein to have an extension on implementation.  The IV-E Waiver states want the waivers to 

continue rather than implementing Families First. There is some support for an extension through 2021.  



The Federal Government is really county focused in Families First and believe that counties in the same 

state need to be able to tailor their best practices to their area.  Flexibility seems to be important.  There 

was some discussion about a practice model and whether it could be an emerging best practice and the 

answer was no. 

As there was no further business, the committee adjourned at 9:31 AM. 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

Jan Elliott 

 

 

 


