
 

 

NCACDSS Advocacy Committee Minutes 

December 11, 2019 

 

 

Welcome 

Yvette Smith, Chairperson called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.  She recognized those on the phone.   

 

Approve Minutes 

November 13, 2019 minutes were approved through consensus. 

 

Report on General Assembly 

Budget Update – No changes in the stalemate between the General Assembly and the Governor.  The 

Governor appears to be standing strong on Medicaid Expansion. The session is in recess until 12:00pm 

on January 14, 2020. The focus is on the upcoming primary elections, district maps, and new legislators 

coming on board due to retirements and legislators running for higher offices.  Anticipate the 

continuation of mini budget bills and a spending plan may be passed to address critical budget areas 

and operational needs. No changes related to funding for the roll-out of Medicaid Transformation and 

DHHS is still working with the General Assembly to try to get the funding approved to continue the 

work.  Will need to monitor closely.  As it relates to the future state election, it may be difficult for the 

Senate to continue to have the super majority and the House has an opportunity to expand their 

majority.  The President seems to be polling well in the state and that may help the current majority.   

 

Report on Legislative Activities to Date 

SB 212 NCFAST – The bill was folded into another health and human services billed and passed by the 

General Assembly.  Executive Committee will be working with DHHS as it relates to the RIF and PED 

study. 

HB 918 Amend Abuse Law/Expedite Permanency –No changes. We are still in a wait and see mode. 

The bill sponsors of this legislation are also the same bill sponsors for the NCFAST priority included in 

SB 212.  Will not likely see the new version of the bill and whether the proposed revisions developed 

by the work group were accepted.  DHHS has many of the same concerns and given our NCFAST 

priority, we are in support of DHHS, GAL and AOC in their efforts related to the core problems with 

this legislation.   

Medicaid Transformation – The Governor is focused on Medicaid Expansion. Medicaid 

Transformation was the majority party’s initiative.  If funds are not budgeted during the upcoming 

January 14, 2020 session, Medicaid Transformation will stall, and the Medicaid program will stay in its 

current state.  Regardless of Medicaid Transformation, there still needs to be a look at Non-Emergency 

Medicaid Transportation.  The Executive Committee is meeting with the Division of Health Benefits 

about concerns related to the roll-out of Medicaid Transformation, Non-Emergency Medicaid 

Transportation, and the mental health tailored plans.  The Division will be at the Executive Board 

meeting on tomorrow.  NC Care 360 – Healthy Opportunity Grant will continue to move forward.  

APS/Guardianship – Advocacy Tri-Chairs met with the Adult Services Committee last month and 

talked about aging legislative priorities, solicited feedback and began attempting to identify aging 

champions in the General Assembly from county participants.  Discussed the need to promote the 

Roadmap created by the Adult Services Committee.  Need to sync Advocacy and Adult Services 

legislative strategies for the 2021 session.  Need to focus on staffing (training workforce) and resources 

that support the APS/Guardianship population.  Must educate legislators about the graying of NC. It 

was decided to focus the annual NCACDSS stakeholder’s meeting on aging and adult services.  

 

 



 

 

 

Family First Prevention Services Act (FFPSA) – Continue to work closely at the federal level with our 

Lobbyist, Chris Wall as well as National Association of County Human Services Administrators 

(NACHSA) in which NCACDSS is a member.  The Family Services Transition Act was introduced to 

support the states as they implement FFPSA.  The transition act would allocate around $500 million 

flexible funds to states to help with implementation.  The Association needs to show support of the 

transition bill.  It was noted that NCACDSS did go on record supporting FFPSA and therefore it would 

make sense to support the transition legislation.  Discussed reaching out to the County Commissioner’s 

Association and continue work with our lobbyist as it relates to reaching out to Senators Burr and Tillis 

regarding our support of FFPSA and legislation that provides funding for the transition. The Executive 

Board is having conversations with DHHS regarding concerns as how to use these funds if the 

transition legislation passes.  NCACDSS President is in constant communication with DHHS regarding 

this matter.   

 

Planning for the Short Session 

2020 Short Legislative Session - After the January 2020 session the General Assembly will have a very, 

very Short Session which is anticipated to be in March or April 2020. Anticipate little will move. Will 

monitor and watch for any movement on a Budget bill, HB918, and Medicaid Transformation.  With 

that said, it was discussed the focus of the committee needs to be on the 2021 Long Legislative Session.  

Due to the upcoming election, retirements, and changes in legislators; it will be important for the 

Association to build relationships with legislators between now and the long session.  Anticipate 

leadership changes on the Senate Health and Human Services Committee which is the key vehicle for 

social services related legislation.  Institutional knowledge will be lost with the exiting of several key 

legislators ex. Dobson & Dr. Murphy.  The Association needs to work on our legislative agenda for the 

long session to include, spending this time cultivating interest in Adult Services and helping legislators 

understand the role of a county administered social services system. 

 

Other Items 

Weekly Advocacy Call – Continue to stay tuned to email alerts regarding the weekly calls moving 

forward. 

 

Adjourn 

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 AM. 

 

Submitted by: 

 

Brenda Jackson, Advocacy Committee Tri-Chair/Cumberland County DSS 

 


